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Design and Organization 
 
College and Career 

Readiness (CCR) 

Anchor Standards 

provide focus and 

coherence 

 



Common Core Literacy 

Standards 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/c

ommon-core-standards-ela 
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“The Common Core sounds like what we've 

always been teaching—reading, writing, 

speaking & listening, and language. . .” 

 

How is it any different?  

 



Key Shifts in the Common Core 

1. Complexity: Regular practice with complex 

text and its academic language 

2. Evidence: Reading, writing, speaking and 

listening grounded in evidence from text, 

literary and informational 

3. Knowledge: Building knowledge through 

content rich nonfiction 

 

 

 

 



Key Shift 1:  Complexity 

 Standards include a staircase of increasing text 

complexity from elementary through high school 

(what students can read, in terms of complexity is 

greatest predictor of success in college) 

 Standards reward careful, close reading rather than 

racing through texts 

 Standards focus on the words that matter most—not 

obscure vocabulary but the academic language that 

pervades complex texts 

 



Key Shift 2:  Evidence 

 Standards prioritize evidence across the various 

domains of the CCSS: 

 Focus on students rigorously citing evidence from 

texts to support claims/inferences  

 Require writing to sources rather than writing to de-

contextualized expository prompts  

 Require purposeful academic talk  

 



Key Shift 3: Knowledge 

 CCSS does not just pertain to ELA but literacy 

across the disciplines of science, social studies, and 

technical subjects too 

 Standards require certain percentages of literature 

and informational texts (modeled on NAEP) 

 Standards call for regular short research projects 



 
The Shifts Build Toward College and 

Career Readiness for All Students 



What’s In and What’s Out 

for Content Literacy 

curriculum? 



What’s In and What’s Out? 

IN OUT 

1. Frequent encounters w/complex 

texts 

1. PowerPoints as sole means of 

receiving information  

2. Texts worthy of close attention 2. Reading text based on teacher 

preference  

3. Inclusion of discipline specific text 3. Solely textbook  

4. Coherent sequences of texts 4. Collection of unrelated texts 

5. Mostly text-dependent questions 5. Mostly opinion questions 

6. Mainly evidence-based analyses 6. Mainly writing without sources 

7. Accent on academic vocabulary 7. Focus solely on domain specific 

vocabulary 

8. Emphasis on reading & re-reading 8. Emphasis on pre-reading 

9. Reading strategies (as means) 9. Reading strategies (as end goal) 



1. Complex Texts (in place of Power 

Points)  

CCSS curriculum should include: 

 Concrete evidence that texts align with the 
complexity requirements outlined in standard 
10 and the supplement to Appendix A 

 Extensive opportunities for all students to 
encounter those texts, including  

 Shorter, challenging texts (or excerpts of longer 
ones) to allow close, sustained reading of 
complex texts 

 Read alouds  

 A volume of reading, including regular 
independent reading 



2. Texts Worthy of Close Attention 

(authentic rather than commissioned 

texts) 

CCSS curriculum should include: 

 Texts that are a rich repository of ideas 

and information 

 Texts that illustrate superior, professional-

quality  informational or literary writing, 

e.g., demonstrates coherence, thorough 

development of ideas, clear use of 

evidence and details, and effective 

structure.  



3. Inclusion of discipline specific texts 

(rather than solely text books)  

CCSS curriculum should include: 

 Works that include primary/secondary 

sources, science and technical texts  

 The reading of 70% informational text 

throughout the school day 



4. Coherent Sequences of Texts (rather 

than a collection of unrelated texts) 

CCSS curriculum should include: 

 Sequences of texts that provide students 

with well-developed bodies of knowledge 

 Specific anchor texts for especially close 

and careful reading   

 Additional, topically related texts that 

enable students to read widely 



5. Emphasis on Text-Dependent Q’s 

(rather than mostly opinion questions) 

CCSS curriculum should include: 

 A significant percentage of text-dependent Qs (80-

90%) 

 Q’s that require students to follow details of what is 

explicitly stated and make valid claims that square 

w/the text evidence 

 Qs that linger over the specifics and particulars of 

texts—Qs that are text-specific rather than “cookie-

cutter”  



5. Text-Dependent Questions, cont’d 

CCSS curriculum should include: 

 Effective sequences of Qs that build on each other so 

students stay focused on the text & learn fully from it 

 Culminating text-based assignments that integrate 

reading and writing (and perhaps speaking and 

listening too)  



6. Mainly Evidence-Based Analyses 

(rather than writing without sources) 

CCSS curriculum should include: 

 Writing to analyze sources as a key task 

(writing arguments and writing to inform) 

 Extensive practice with short research tasks 

 How to plan substantive academic 

discussions that ask students to draw on 

textual evidence 

 



7. Accent on Academic Vocabulary 

(rather than solely domain specific  

terminology) 

CCSS curriculum should include: 

 Frequent and systematic attention to 
vocabulary (in every reading) 

 A keen focus on words that appear 
frequently in a wide variety of 
texts/disciplines 

 How meanings of words vary with context 

 A focus not just on word meanings but on 
word choice too  



8. Emphasis on Reading and Re-reading 

(rather than pre-reading) 

CCSS curriculum should include: 

 Reading passages that are at the center 

of the lesson  

 Highly focused pre-reading activities (no 

more than 10% of time) 

 Scaffolds & pre-reading activities that do 

not preempt or replace the text 



9. Reading Strategies as Means Not an 

End Goal 

CCSS curriculum should: 

 Introduce strategies when they: 

 help clarify a specific part of a text  

 are dictated by specific features of a text  

 assist with understanding more challenging 

sections  



 

 

It all boils down to. . . 



Texts Worth Reading  

and  

Questions Worth Answering! 
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